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The Resilient Practice:
Aligning Cybersecurity with
Regulatory Safeguards

A strategic guide to FTC and IRS WISP compliance
through prevention-first endpoint protection.
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The High-Value Target on the Modern CPA Firm

Corporate Financial
Statements

Nonpublic Personal
Information (NPI)

Identity Data

Lt
Payroll & Employee . Banking & Routing
Credentials

Hackers target accounting firms not for their size, but for their concentrated access.
SOHO and mid-sized firms are targeted as indirect, high-yield pathways to their clients' wealth.
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E FTC Safeguards Rule:
Mandates a documented,
tested Written Information
Security Plan (WISP).

 Under the Gramm-Leach- -Bliley

~ information is legally classified as
~ a Financial Institution.

_ ~ Act and IRS Publication 4557, e
~ any firm that receives, ==
~ processes, or transmits taxpayer
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== penalties up to $100,000 per

Non-compliance carries

= ‘ violation and risks IRS PTIN

suspension.




The 3-Pillar WISP Architecture

Written Information Security Plan (WISP)

Administrative ]

Policies,
employee
training, risk
assessments,
and incident
response
planning.

|
Physical }

Clean desk
policies, locked
doors, and
secure
document
disposal.

The Qualified Individual (Ql)

Technical

Multi-factor
authentication,
encryption, and

proactive
endpoint
protection.

—

The Capability Gap:
Most firms have
policies on paper, but
on failing, traditional
software to enforce
their technical
safeguards.




The Flaw in the Traditional Defense Model

Attempt >{)> Guess >{>> Execute Alert /\;'>> Downtime
l .L

: :

Malware enters AV/EDR Unrecognized System flags Investigation,
via phishing or pattern-matches NEWEIG anomalous remediation, and
zero-day exploit. to guess if the bypasses behavior post- lost billable
file is bad. detection and compromise. hours.
executes.
Key Insight:

Traditional tools only succeed if they recognize the malware.
If an attack is new (zero-day), detection inherently fails.




The Inevitable Damage Window

Point A: Point B:
Time of Infection Time of Detection
(User clicks malicious (System recognizes
attachment). malicious behavior).

-

s
The Damage Window
N\ > 4
N

During this window, traditional systems allow the
application to steal credentials, encrypt client databases,
or alter objects before the alarm even sounds.




Closing the Gap Between Policy and Reality

WISP

Written Information Securi

Jem— 2 Policy | The Technical "X\
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SP dictates tha If your endpoint security
B snament / /BB client data mustbe | relies on guessing what is
e ot i ol " ~ saf guar | o fror mHIIC!GUS, your firmis
o thorized access accepting the risk of a
breach every time a
new, unseen threat
bypasses detection.
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. ~_ Synthesis Statement

True technical compliance requires enforcing policy, not just logging

incidents after the damage is done. You need a prevention-first layer.
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AppGuard: The Prevention-First Paradigm

Detection (Looking for bad guys) Prevention (Restricting actions)

AppGuard defeats malware without having to recognize the malware itself.
It is controls-based, not detection-based.

@ Stops zero-day attacks and polymorphic
malware that EDR/XDR miss.

@ Silent enforcement, zero IT disruption. Supports WISP-aligned safeguards proactively.

5. Does not guess bad from good.




Trust But Verify: The Power of Containment

The Containment Metaphor

S)-

Client Database

Windows OS
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AppGuard restricts what running applications can do. Even if an unpatched application is struck by a
zero-day attack, containment isolates the application, stopping harmful actions before damage occurs.




The Paradigm Shift Matrix

Traditional Detection (AV/EDR)

Core Philosophy

Guessing Bad vs. Good
based on patterns.

Reaction Time

Post-compromise alerting
(The Damage Window).

Operational Requires constant tuning,
Burden updates, and alert triage.
WISP

Alignment

Reactive incident logging.

Prevention-First (AppGuard)

Zero Trust Isolation;
restricts application capabilities.

Pre-damage containment
and blocking.

Silent enforcement, lightweight,
no distractions to workflow.

Proactive safeguard
enforcement.




The Resilient CPA Archetype: Prevention in Practice

v -

SOHO/Mid-sized firms
handling highly sensitive
tax/advisory data, burdened
by WISP compliance and
Ineffective, noisy EDR tools.

The Challenge \(_@)':

The Solution (@

Deployed AppGuard
YEINESYAYERGEL
managed IT partner. Easier
to deploy than standard
office software.

>

The Outcome @

Blocked advanced malware
(delivered via phishing) that
existing anti-spam and AV missed.

Zero downtime, zero
disruption to billable hours,
protected reputation.
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The Partnership Ecosystem

The CPA Firm

Focused on billable hours, client
trust, and tax season operations.

WISP & Policy A""Eﬂcas & EMI‘Jert AppGuard Technology

MSSP Partner # \
The rganﬁat_edladr;ninistrdative y - . The technical containment layer
f;quﬁezsllf; tﬁz ﬁ?;}?:'}é’ Y - ' % preventing data compromise.
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CHIPS helps organizations evaluate, deploy, calibrate, and support AppGuard, acting
as the operational bridge so CPAs don't have to become cybersecurity experts.




A Practical Cybersecurity Conversation
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If your firm stores sensitive tax, payroll, financial, or

client identity data, it is worth understanding how
_ prevention-first endpoint protection can reduce
,Eris 3 nd support your WISP security strategy.
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Schedule a brief, risk-focused introductory conversation to evaluate if
AppGuard is the right fit for your firm’'s technical safeguards.

prevent-ransomware.com @ TIPS ’g ,.



